Hesperia 58, 1989, pp. 115-129, Martha W. Baldwin Bowsky has published two -W highly interesting funerary inscriptions of late Hellenistic date from AaTr'0 7rpO KaAaipat in eastern Crete.1 Both poems present delicate problems of interpretation and repay further study. This short note is concerned with the first (pp. 118-123), the text of which is the better preserved, so that most readings can be checked on the published photograph.
Some of these readings and supplements are not entirely satisfactory.
In line 6, Ka,uaToSr, which in the words of the editor herself (p. 119) "may not be the most predictable reading," is certainly unacceptable, if only for metrical reasons: to make a correct hexameter, all three syllables need to be long. Furthermore, the close link (expressed by the particle yaip) of this sentence with the preceding one, stating In line 8 I regard vdvoov as a mere graphic error for v4twv, despite Bowsky's explanation of it as a dialectical form. Apart from the consideration that such a "colloquialism" is quite unexpected in a poetical text, it has to be pointed out that the alleged "identical orthographic pattern" in line 13 is most probably a case of false word division (see below).
In line 9, the restoration [6]7ras rather than [o] 7rasg seems preferable for stylistic reasons: it is more poetic, and, apart from that, the emphasis provided by the article is not really needed.
There The unknown poet stresses the wisdom of Kletonymos by comparing him to the legendary Seven Sages and considering him as their equal. References to these "wise men", as well as flattering comments about a person's being the Eighth Sage, are not uncommon in epigrammatic poetry.14 This example is, however, peculiar in that Kleoboulos and Periander receive specific mention as "the highest models of the Seven Sages." This choice, as Boswky rightly remarks (p. 119), can hardly be accidental. It is certainly no coincidence that, among the seven, these two were the only tyrants. Our poet obviously wanted to underline the fact that Kletonymos was not just a man of great learning and wisdom but also an able statesman. The idea that the Seven Sages were wise lawgivers and successful politicians rather than exponents of the vita contemplativa was widespread in Hellenistic times and can be traced back to Dikaiarchos in the early 3rd century B.C. 15 It seems significant too that Kletonymos is praised as a master of history (line 7: EvMAaOvso6 Kolpavov to-Top?s). It is obvious that historical inquiry is regarded here as an activity particularly befitting a statesman, whom it provides with useful knowledge that enhances his judgment.17 This utilitarian view is accepted by no less a historian than 
